
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

The Joy of Jesus Christ 

 

     In our gospel this morning, Jesus tells us He wants His joy to be our joy. Now, the 

dictionary defines ‘joy’ as a great pleasure or happiness…a really great delight. Jesus 

tells us that the joy He talks about comes to us when we do God’s will. It comes from 

keeping His commandments. Now, this joy has a certain calming delight you can 

experience right in the midst of all the world’s sorrows and troubles. It all comes from 

knowing you are actually trying to do your best to follow in the footsteps of Jesus 

Christ. This is what enables us to possess a deep-down peace that can be described as 

real pleasure and happiness. 

     Even bad times can be joyful when they are seen as gifts to help us become stronger 

and better people. Bad times can be - and most often are - a means of bringing us closer 

to God and closer to His people. Have you noticed how we seem to bond together for 

our own security and safety when things are going wrong? And we can even be joyful 

during these bad times because we see them as stepping stones to bigger and better 

things. 

     Oh, you may think it is easier to look upon all the good times as gifts God wants us 

to enjoy. Still, there are some people who are not happy with all the good times or with 

all the bad times. They say that the good times are just not going to last. And the bad 

times are the pits. So, whether it is good times or bad times, well, they are always bad! 

And, these people are never happy. Still, from the very beginning of creation, God 

intended for mankind to enjoy happiness. He wanted us to enjoy happiness in this life 

and also in the next. 

     But we can cause His plan to fail. But we can’t let that happen. We must try to fulfill 

and enjoy His plan. So, pray to God and ask Him to help us enjoy all the good times 

and also weather all the bad times. He wants us to have good times here and now, but 

He tells us the very best is being saved for later.  

     Let us all enjoy the here and now, knowing God is saving the best for later. 

     

*Inspired by John 15:9-11 


